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Specialist Initiated Drugs

Cenobamate May 2022

Cenobamate (Ontozry®) - Adjunctive therapy in the treatment of focal-onset seizures with or
without secondary generalisation in adult patients with epilepsy who have not been adequately
controlled despite treatment with at least 2 anti-epileptic medicinal products.
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https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/antiepileptics-risk-of-suicidal-thoughts-and-behaviour

Drug Reaction with Eosinophilia and Systemic Symptoms (DRESS):

DRESS has been reported in association with Cenobamate when started at higher doses and titrated
rapidly (weekly or faster titration). Patients should be advised of the signs and symptoms of DRESS and
monitored closely for skin reactions. Symptoms of DRESS include typically, although not exclusively,
fever, rash associated with other organ system involvement, lymphadenopathy, liver function tests
abnormalities and eosinophilia.

If signs and symptoms suggestive of these reactions appear, Cenobamate should be withdrawn
immediately, and an alternative treatment considered (as appropriate).

QT Shortening:

A dose-dependent shortening of the QTcF interval has been observed with Cenobamate. Clinicians
should use caution when prescribing Cenobamate in combination with other medicinal products that are
known to shorten the QT. Cenobamate must not be used in patients with Familial Short-QT syndrome.

Pregnancy:

There is no adequate data from the use of Cenobamate in pregnant women. Women of childbearing
potential must use effective contraception during use of cenobamate and until 4 weeks after treatment
discontinuation.

Any woman of childbearing potential or planning a pregnancy whilst on this drug should be referred for
specialist review.

Potential Drug Interactions with other Antiepileptic Drugs (AEDs)

When used concomitantly with Cenobamate, no dosage adjustments are needed for: Carbamazepine,
Lacosamide, Levetiracetam, Oxcarbazepine and Valproic acid.

Recommended dose adjustments depending on individual patient response:

Concomitant AED Cenobamate
Lamotrigine Depending on individual response, the dose
of cenobamate may need to be increased.
Clobazam
= May require dose reduction
Phenobarbital No dose adjustment required.

= May require dose reduction based on individual
response (Phenobarbital concentration should
be monitored during Cenobamate titration)
Phenytoin
= May require dose reduction based on individual
response (Phenytoin concentration should be
monitored during Cenobamate titration)
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For additional information please see the Summary of Product Characteristics
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/search?g=cenobamate
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