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East Kent Prescribing Group 

Position statement on the Supply of Travel 
Vaccines on the NHS  

 
This Position Statement sets out the view of the East Kent CCGs view that supply of travel 
vaccines which can be given as either NHS or as a private service should be provided 
entirely as a private service for all patients.  
 
The Position Statement has been developed to assist practices receiving requests from 
patients for travel immunisation, clarify national guidance on which immunisations may be 
prescribed on the NHS and which should be privately prescribed.  
 
CCGs are NOT funded for provision of national vaccine schedules and this Position Statement 
provides an equitable service for patients within the CCG 

 

There has been a lack of clarity for several years regarding the provision and charging for 
vaccinations for patients prior to travel. Most misunderstandings of the regulations are due to 
the confusion between the clinical advice for when to administer an immunisation for travel (as 
set out in the Green Book) and the regulations indicating how practices are paid for it (as set 
out in the former Red Book.  

 

Practices need to be clear about their policy on travel immunisations that can be given as 
either NHS or as a private service to avoid falling foul of regulations that prohibit charging 
NHS registered patients.  
 
The supply of these vaccines must be provided either entirely as an NHS process or entirely 
as a private service for all patients. The CCG has approved this position statement to support 
equity of services across practices  
 

 There are three categories of travel immunisations:  
 Those that must always be given as part of NHS provision through GMS Additional 

Services   

 diphtheria, polio and tetanus (combined booster) 

 typhoid 

 hepatitis A 

 cholera (but see below) 
 Those that cannot be given as an NHS service  
 Those that can be given as either NHS or as a private service. It is this group that 

the position statement refers to and includes Hepatitis B and Meningitis ACWY. It 
also affects the supply of the combined Hepatitis A and B vaccine. Further detail 
is provided overleaf 

 

 Further background on this Position Statement is available below in the PrescQIPP 
briefing. 

 

 

http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/vaccinations/Pages/3-in-1-teenage-booster.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/Typhoid-fever/Pages/Prevention.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/Hepatitis-A/Pages/Vaccination.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/Cholera/Pages/Vaccination.aspx
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The following vaccinations should NOT be supplied on the NHS for travel purposes and patients 
should be charged for them :  
 

 Rabies1  
 Yellow fever 
 Japanese B encephalitis 
 Tick borne encephalitis 
 Meningitis ACWY  
 Hepatitis B 

 

 Combined hepatitis A and B vaccination. This should NOT be prescribed on the NHS 
for travel purposes (NB hepatitis A on its own and in combination with typhoid may be 
supplied under the NHS) 

 Under the current NHS regulations, combined hepatitis A and B cannot be charged for 
when provided for travel so patients will have to be offered hepatitis A under the NHS and 
hepatitis B as a private service 
 

 Hepatitis B vaccine. If patients are travelling to an area where hepatitis B is endemic and 
they are considered to be at HIGH RISK of contracting hepatitis B they should be strongly 
encouraged to consider vaccination but this should be provided privately  
 

 Already started a course? For patients who have already started a course of combined 
Hepatitis A and B, or Hepatitis B provide on FP10, booster doses should be provided on 
FP10 (and so no combined Hep A and B will be seen after 6 months, possibly 12 if given 
the accelerated schedule) 
 

 Combined Hepatitis A and typhoid vaccine. The booster doses of these two vaccines 
are not aligned. The combined Hepatitis A and typhoid vaccine may be considered where 
the scheduled doses of both vaccines are required at the same time. Separate injections 
should be considered in all other cases as this is more cost effective 

 

 Cholera vaccination2. This is NOT required routinely for travellers and immunisation 
against cholera should only be considered following a full risk assessment, for the 
following categories of traveller:  

o relief or disaster aid workers  
o persons with remote itineraries in areas where cholera epidemics are occurring 

and there is limited access to medical care  
o travellers to potential cholera risk areas, for whom vaccination is considered 

potentially beneficial.  
 

 *Rabies vaccine1. If this is required for occupational purposes (bat handlers) or post 
exposure contact, Public Health provides vaccines at no cost to primary care. Contact 
details are available on the following link. This vaccine should NOT be provided on FP10   

 
1 http://www.canterburycoastalccg.nhs.uk/about-us/prescribing-advice/?assetdet7576137=407960&categoryesctl7925247=9819 
(Accessed 24/02/15) 
2 https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/263838/Green-Book-Chapter-14v2_0.pdf (Accessed 
12/02/15) 
 

http://www.canterburycoastalccg.nhs.uk/about-us/prescribing-advice/?assetdet7576137=407960&categoryesctl7925247=9819
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/263838/Green-Book-Chapter-14v2_0.pdf
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