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Oxycodone Modified Release (MR) Recommendation 

Recommendation 
 
Where oxycodone MR is required, Longtec is the preferred option   
Please note it is only available in the following strengths however this covers over 90% of 
current prescribing: 
5mg  
10mg 
20mg 
40mg 
80mg 

 

Background: 

Longtec is manufactured by Qdem who are a subsidiary of Napp, the company who have produced 
Oxycontin and OxyNorm. 
 
Qdem are marketing a range of branded generic modified release oxycodone products which are 
branded as Longtec. These are the same tablets as OxyContin (produced on the same production 
line) and are identical in appearance to their equivalent dose comparators in the OxyContin range but 
marketed as a generic. 
 
Safety 
Oxycodone has recently come off patent and a number of branded generics are anticipated.  
Patients are frequently prescribed both modified release and immediate release oxycodone. 
National guidance on prescribing controlled drugs notes: 

 prescribers should gain familiarity with one brand of modified release morphine (Oxycodone 

was still under patent at time of this guidance) for routine use. Prescribers and pharmacists 

should be sure that patients understand any change in the appearance of their medication to 

ensure both adequate pain relief and safety (106 SIGN Control of Pain in adults with cancer 

Nov 2009) 

 prescribers and pharmacists  should familiarise themselves with products 

(NPSA/2008/RRR05 Reducing Dosing Errors with Opioid Medicines July 2008) 

Cost 
Total spend in East Kent on oxycodone M/R products in 2011-12 was £913,194 

Using Longtec as branded generic could release savings of around £123K per annum 

This product has been identified as offering significant savings to the CCGs in East Kent and is 
available in the following strengths. Around 90% of prescribing is on these five strengths (£822,877) 
5mg  
10mg 
20mg 
40mg 
80mg 
  
The following three strengths are NOT available as Longtec. Around 10% of prescribing is on these 3 
strengths (£90,317) 
15mg 
80mg 
120mg 
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Potential concerns / mitigation: 

1. Guaranteed supplies.  
A significant concern with the use of branded generics has been ensuring that supplies of the drug do 
not run out due to sudden increases in use.  This would be particularly problematic with controlled 
drugs with their additional requirements to comply with the relevant prescriptions requirements Qdem 
have given assurance that Longtec is made in the same UK factory as Oxycontin by the same 
manufacturer meaning that there will be no compromise to quality or supply.  Qdem has previously 
met over 98% supply demand. 
 
2. Prescribing should be generic wherever appropriate. 
This is a potential issue for prescribers but in addition to the safety concerns around generic 
controlled drugs, there are significant cost savings which can be achieved by using branded generics  
  

 

 


