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East Kent Prescribing Group 

East Kent Prescribing Group Framework for the Development of Prescribing 
Recommendations and Formulary Status for Drugs to be used in Primary Care 

 
Introduction 
The aim of this framework is to ensure that the development of prescribing recommendations and 
consideration of formulary applications is consistent with NICE recommendations on developing and 
updating local formularies. 
 
Issues for Consideration 
 

 East Kent Prescribing Group will produce prescribing recommendations and assign a formulary 

status for the use of drugs in primary care in line with NICE recommendations on developing and 

updating local formularies 

(https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/mpg1/chapter/Recommendations#/relationships-with-other-

decision-making-bodies). 

 

 Evidence will be gathered as follows: 

If a NICE TA exists, evidence should not duplicate this or the technology appraisal challenged.  
However it may be appropriate to agree local implementation recommendations and 
pathways for use. 
 
If the Kent and Medway Policy Recommendation Committee (PRGC) has issued a policy 
recommendation, or has an area of work on the current plan, then the EKPG will not duplicate this 
work. 
 
When there is no NICE technology appraisal for a medicine, NICE recommendations and advice 
will be utilised and other sources of high-quality information produced by national and regional 
horizon scanning organisations, if available. 
If local critical appraisal and evidence synthesis is needed, this should be carried out by individuals 
with specialist skills and competencies. 

 Development of recommendations will involve consultation with a variety of stakeholders within the 
NHS and occasionally outside of the NHS (for example, pharmaceutical companies, voluntary 
sector organisations). 
 

 Relevant pharmaceutical companies may be informed that a recommendation is being developed 
or reviewed at the start of the development process and invited to submit appropriate evidence or 
budgetary models for consideration to the lead prescribing advisor where this can offer 
additional information or insight. 
 

 All discussions which take place within EKPG and within clinical networks (virtual and actual) 
should remain confidential within the NHS prior to publication of recommendations/ formulary 
decision.  All specialists asked to participate in guideline development groups should be asked to 
adhere to this clause. In particular discussions and decisions should not be communicated to 
members of the pharmaceutical industry prior to ratification by East Kent Prescribing Group and 
subsequently the CCGs. However Clinicians are encouraged to seek the views of their clinical 
colleagues and feed these views into the consultation process 
 

 All healthcare professionals who make a formulary application to EKPG or are asked to participate 

in a stakeholder consultation group will be asked to declare any relevant conflict of interests which 

will be recorded in the EKPG minutes. 

Pharmaceutical companies may access approved recommendations once published via CCG websites. 
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